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Overview
• A	Brief	History	of	the	CAS
• The	Lep Collection

– Lepidoptera	Types
– Major	contributions

• Future	Directions



Foundations	of	the	Academy
Founded in 1853 as the California 
Academy of Natural Sciences. 
Pictured is Andrew Randall, one of 
the seven founders and 1st

president.

Rebranded as CAS in 1868



A	Brief	History	of	the	Academy
1874 – 1st building – housed in an old church on DuPont Ave. (now California & Grant)



A	Brief	History	of	the	Academy
1883 – 1st female curators “We highly approve of the aid of females in every department 
of natural science, and invite their cooperation”

Mary Katharine Curran Brandegee
(Botany, 1883)

Rosa Smith (Ichthyology, 1884)



A	Brief	History	of	the	Academy
1891 – 2nd building on Market Street.



A	Brief	History	of	the	Academy
1906 – The Great Earthquake, loss of most of the collections. Struck at 5:12am at a 
magnitude 7.8. 80% of San Francisco burned.







Alice	Eastwood



A	Brief	History	of	the	Academy
1916 – 3rd building (of a complex to grow around it) in Golden Gate Park.

North American Hall





1960



A	Brief	History	of	the	Academy
1989 – Loma Prieta Earthquake – 6.9 M







A	Brief	History	of	the	Academy
2004 – Relocated to Howard Street in a transitional building.



A	Brief	History	of	the	Academy
2008 – New building in Golden Gate Park





The	CAS	Pinned	Collections
Pinned specimens
• 6.7 million curated specimens
• All species names databased/inventoried
• + ~2-3m backlog?
• ~25,000 drawers, 100,000 slides?
• 260,000 digitized

Lepidoptera
• 6,200 drawers (capacity for 9,000)
• 675,000 specimens
• 296 primary types
• 400 drawers of unsorted
• Some CA butterflies digitized









Cercyonis sthenele sthenele



Speyeria adiaste atossa



Parnassius clodius strohbeeni



Glacopsyche xerces









Backlog Collections

• 6,000 flats
• 2-6 million specimens?
• Dating back to 1900 (Hawaii, 

1901). 
• Ross/Schlinger/Irwin material 

contains lots of showy material
• Lots of leps in great shape!



Ross - Brazil, 1992



Schuster – Galapagos 1964



Ross & Cavagnaro – Assam India, 1961





Norman	Tindale	collection
Approximately 15 drawers of Hepialidae, some assorted leps.





Hartford H. Kiefer collection









C.	Don	MacNeill
Assistant Curator 1957-1965, 
worked at the CAS after 
retirement until his passing in 
2005.



















Paul Ehrlich



Noel LaDue











Thomas Davies



Harry Lange



The	CAS	Wet	Collections
All Insects + Arachnids & Myriapods
• ~5 million curated specimens
• + 3 million from Madagascar
• + ~ 2m backlog?

Lepidoptera
• 125 Jars, ~6,000 vials
• Assorted larval and adults in ethanol
• J.W. Tilden genitalia vials









Cryo Collections
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